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INSTRUCTIONS:  Discuss in a thoughtful essay the current status of your political 

       beliefs.  Be sure to break your essay up into the following SIX PARAGRAPHS:
I.  Write an INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH in which you:



a)  State the thesis of your essay (ex:  I am a libertarian who will likely vote
for Republican party candidates in upcoming elections).
b)  Explain the difference between where pure liberals and pure conservatives stand on

social and economic issues.
II.  Write FOUR BODY PARAGRAPHS in the following manner:

First, prioritize the four categories of issues discussed in class (economics, conduct,

civil rights, foreign policy) based on their importance to you as a voter.

Next, starting with the most important, write one body paragraph about each

issue category as follows:

a) Clearly state whether you tend to be liberal or conservative on issues which fall

into that category.  Use your score from the survey to illustrate.  (ex:  With a

score of 6-4, I find myself to be moderately conservative on economic issues).
b) Using specific examples, illustrate your views on some of the issues that fall into 
that category.  Discuss how you feel about these issues.
c) Explain where you think your beliefs have come from.  In other words, why
are you a liberal or a conservative on the issues that fall into that category?

What has influenced your political socialization on these issues?

III.  Write a CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH in which you explain the following:

a) Identify the 3 or 4 specific issues of the day on which you will likely base your vote in

upcoming elections (a.k.a., your “basket of issues”).
b) Based on your views on the issues that you have put into your basket, explain into

which of the two major political parties (if either) you are likely to find a candidate
who agrees with you?
c) Cite your results from at least two of the online surveys to illustrate the candidates you 

best match with from the most recent presidential election. 

d) Which candidate would you have voted for in the most recent presidential election?  
Explain this decision.
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